CLAIM AMENDMENTS 
C l aims 

What is claimed is: 

1 . (currently amended) A closing system for a natural or afv artificial anus, 
character i z e d by comprising an inflatable balloon having a n approximat el y a 
generally toroidal structure, formed of a hose segment with a two-dimensional 
surface, which hose is inverted into itself, whereby its two ends (13, 14) extend 
roughly generally coaxially with each other and are (each) connected to a 
respective sleeve. 

2. (currently amended) The closing system as r e c i t e d in on e of th e 
pr e c e ding cla i ms, charact e r i z e d i n that in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said balloon (12) is preformed with two connection ports (13, 14) or ends. 

3. (currently amended) The closing system as recited in claim 4-Gf 2, 
characterized in that said connection ports (13, 14) or ends of said balloon 
(12) are preformed such that each or both of the end regions (13, 14) of the 
inverted hose segment have a roughly generally constant cross s e ction, i. e ., 
on e having a constant cross-sectional length. 

4. (currently amended) The closing system as recited i n on e of th e 
pr e ceding c l a i ms, charact e r i z e d in that in accordance with claim 3. wherein 
said connection ports (13, 14) or ends of said balloon (12) are preformed such 
that cross sections through the two ends of the inverted hose have different 
lengths that correspond to the different circumferential lengths of said end 
regions. 

5. (currently amended) The closing system a s r e cit e d i n on e of th e 
pr e c e ding c l aims, charact e r i z e d in that in accordance with claim 1 . wherein the 
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inverted hose is preformed such that its front end, which is distal relative to the 
mutually coaxially ends, assumes in the an inflated state a gently curved 
contour with no edge regions. 

6. (currently amended) The closing system as recit e d in on e of th e 
pr e c e d i ng cla i ms, char a ct o r i zod in that in accordance with claim 2, wherein 
said balloon is preformed such that it has in the an inflated state a diameter O 
that exceeds tl^ a diameter 4 of the a bowel segment. 

7. (currently amended) The closing system as r e c i ted i n cl ai m 6, 
charact e r i z o d i n that in accordance with claim 6, wherein the length of the 
sleeve(s) is in each case smaller than one third the length of the balloon 
measured coaxially to the axis of symmetry of the inflated balloon , pr e f e rab l y 
smaller than ha l f th e l ength of the balloon, part i cular l y sma lle r than on e third 
th e l e ngth of th e bal l oon . 

8. (currently amended) The closing system as recited i n on e of th e 
pr e c e ding claims, ch a ract e r i z e d i n that in accordance with claim 6, wherein the 
collapsed balloon (12) is housed in a cavity (11), which is provided in a plug 
(2) and is directed toward the an interior of the bowel. 

9. (original) The closing system as recited in claim 8, characterized in that 
two connection ports (13, 14) of said balloon (12) are each connected by their 
mouths to said plug (2). 

10. (currently amended) The closing system as recited in ei th e r of claims 8 
of^, character i z e d in that wherein said plug (2) i s compos e d of comprises two 
sleeves (3, 4) that can be fitted one inside the other and in that the a mouth 
(15, 16) of each connection port (13, 14) is connected to a respective one of 
said sleeves (3, 4). 
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1 1 . (currently amended) The closing system as recited in on e of claims-84e 
1 0, charact e riz e d i n that wherein the mouth (1 5) that can b e is connected to 
the an outer sl ee v e (3) of the sleeves has a diameter adapted to said the outer 
sleeve (3), and the mouth (16) that can b e is connected to the inner sl ee v e (4) 
of the two sleeves has a diameter adapted to said the inner sleeve (4). 

12. (currently amended) The closing system as recited in on e of th e 
pr e c e ding claims claim 11 , charact e riz e d i n that wherein said balloon (12) can 
be pulled through a sle e v e , proforably said the outer sleeve (3). 

13. (currently amended) The closing system as recited in on e of th e 
pr e c e ding cla i ms, charact e r i zed i n that a s loe v e . particularlv claim 1 1 wherein 
said the inner sleeve (4)7 comprises an air channel (17). 

14. (original) The closing system as recited in claim 13, characterized in that 
said air channel (17) comprises a stop valve (19). 

15. (currently amended) The closing system as recited in on e of th e 
pr e c e d i ng c l aims, character i z e d in that a f il t e r, particular l v claim 11, wherein a 
carbon filter (21) is-of can be disposed inside a sl e ev e , pr e f e rably sa i d the 
inner sleeve (4). 

16. (currently amended) The closing system as r e cit e d in on e of th e 
pr e c e d i ng c l a i ms, charact e r i z e d i n that in accordance with claim 10, wherein 
said plug (2) and/or one or more sleeves is/are connectable to a sealing cap 
(10). 

17. (original) The closing system as recited in claim 16, characterized in that 
said sealing cap (10) is connected in adjacent contact to said plug (2). 
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18. (currently amended) The closing system as recited in claim 16 ©M?, 
charact e rized i n that wherein said sealing cap has a folded structure. 

19. (currently amended) The closing system ao roc i ted in ono of c l a i ms 16 to 
18, oharactoriz e d i n that in accordance with claim 16. wherein said sealing cap 
(10) and/or said plug (2) is connectable to a collection bag (23). 

20. (currently amended) The closing system as recit e d i n one of th e 
prfin e d i ng claims 16 to 1Q. character i z e d i n that in accordance with claim 19. 
wherein the collection rocoptaci e bag (23) is connectable to said sealing cap 
(10) and to said the inner sleeve (4). 

21. (currently amended) The closing system ao rooitod i n one of the 
prec e d i ng c l a i ms, charaotorizod in that in accordance with claim 1. wherein 
said balloon is made of a thin-walled polymer. 

22. (currently amended) The closing system as r e c i t e d i n in accordance with 
claim 21 , ch a ract e r i z e d in that wherein said polymer is a selected one of 
polyurethane, a polyurethane/polyvinyl chloride blend ©f and a comparable 
polyurethane-based material. 

23. (currently amended) The closing system as r e cit e d i n on e of th e 
pr e c e ding cla i ms, ch a ract e riz e d in that in accordance with claim 1 . wherein a 
ring-shaped element is fixed in the a central lumen of the hose segment 
inverted into itself, said the fixing pr e f e r a b l y being effected only along a 
narrow, circumferentially surrounding line so as not to deteriorate ^ freedom 
of movement of the balloon. 

24. (currently amended) The closing system as r e cit e d in on e of th e 
pr e c e ding c l a i ms, charact e r i z e d by in accordance with claim 23. wherein an 
externally controllable sealing element , part i cu l arly in the form of a separately 
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inflatable bailoonrls disposed in the central lumen of the hose segment 
inverted into itself or. ao app l icab le , a hos e reg i on adjo i n i ng th e reto . 

25. (currently amended) The closing system as roo i t e d i n on e of th e 
procodlna c l a i mo. oharaotor i zed in that in accordance with claim 24. wherein a 
tube , catheter or th e li k e can be inserted through the central lumen of the hose 
segment inverted into itself. 
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